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“Love and perseverance – Part 2”      Text – Romans 12:11-12          OT Reading – 1 Kings 19:1-18

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We have parked here in this portion of Romans 12 for a few weeks now.  But this is our last stop here before we pick up the pace again and continue on from v17.  

And it has been a couple of weeks since we were last in Romans together, but we began then to look at vv10-13 as a call to love the brothers and sisters of our congregation.  
Now, love is to go beyond these four walls, of course, but just as Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome and called them to the attitude and practise of love towards one another, so the Spirit of the Lord calls us to the attitude and practise of love towards one another.   
And as we have seen in Romans, this love is to be a reflection of the love that God has shown us in Jesus Christ.  As those who have been loved while we were dead in our sins, who have been shown great patience and grace and mercy, so we are to love others.  And so, last time we were together, we considered love’s x-ray.  
We considered love as the circulatory system of the body of Christ.  When love flourishes, the body will grow.  When love wanes, the body will die.  And so we considered the nature of sincere love; genuine love.  We explored what it means to be devoted to one another in brotherly love and honouring one another above ourselves.  And from v13, we looked at the love that shares with those in need, practising hospitality.
But there are all sorts of personal and family and church circumstances that can soon press down on us and dampen our enthusiasm for love 
· Illness, injury, the loss of a loved one, financial stress, relationship turmoil, hurts done to us be fellow believers, division and discord, elders and deacons who disappoint us through what they do or fail to do.  
· The evil one, for certain, will do all in his power to frustrate any believer or congregation that seeks to be active in the love of brothers and sisters.
· One commentator has said, “Serving Christ usually means satanic opposition and days of discouragement.”  
· And congregation, I am not claiming some prophetic insight or anything like that, 
· but we have been blessed in recent months with new faces among us, both by way of new members and guests worshipping with us, regularly.  
· We are talking about enlarging our building.  
· More of us are participating in Bible study than this time last year.  
· People are coming together one to one or in small groups for prayer and Bible study. 
· We have deliberately changed from districts to fellowship groups because we want to grow fellowship among us.  
· And there is a growing list of those among us enduring physical and emotional and spiritual trials whom many are loving in practical and sacrificial ways.  
· And the evil one does not like this and is, I believe, actively working to frustrate and discourage and disturb and divide, right now.
· So let me just remind you, before we go any further, from 1 John 4:4, that “The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
· And the Lord Jesus Himself promised to build His church, saying, “The gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  
And so, as we look to Jesus, it is entirely appropriate and necessary that among these commands to love one another in this section of Romans, we see a call to persevere.  And so today we consider Love’s marathon, and love’s tool-box.
So firstly, love’s marathon.
· Earlier, we read of Elijah and his despair.  And Elijah is an example of the love described in Rom. 12:9.  Everything he did was sincere and genuine.  He was a man who hated evil and clung to what is good.   But having enjoyed great success up on top of Mt. Carmel, he came down in the hope that there would be a wholesale turning away from Baal and to the Lord only to have his life threatened by Queen Jezebel.  And so, Elijah fled.  He took off.  He ran away.  He gave up.  And he said to the Lord, “I have had enough, Lord … take my life.”  And I think it is fair to say that at that moment, the flame of Elijah’s love candle was barely flickering.  
· And we might think also of Moses who is an example of the love described in Rom. 12:10.  He had a fierce love for his Israelite brothers and sisters.  He poured himself into leading and serving the people of Israel only to have them come to him with complaint after complaint after complaint.  We read of him crying out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people?”  Again, another love candle barely flickering.
· And it is not possible to read Paul’s letters to the Corinthian church without seeing one whose love was sincere, who showed brotherly love, who honoured others above himself, and who shared with those in need.  But how often must he too have faced the temptation to despair and to give up on the believers there who were so fickle and even vicious towards him?
· And the reality is that many of you will not need biblical examples to know something of what it means to be tired and upset and in despair about the Christian life.  Right?  You’ve been there.  You are there, now, perhaps.   
1. Well, as useful as it maybe to consider these other biblical characters, the context of these commands in ch. 12 demands that we think first and last about the Lord Jesus Christ.  
a. Romans 12:1 begins with a “therefore,” which looks back to what has been said as the basis for what will be said.  And then, by way of double reinforcement, we read, “in view of God’s mercy.”  And the mercy of God that ch’s 1-11 has surveyed is an undeserved love, a justifying love, a sanctifying love, a love that chose us unto salvation before the creation of the world, and an unbreakable love that will bring us to heaven at the end of time.  It is a love seen most beautifully and most perfectly in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
i. 1 John 3:16 says, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us.
ii. Q/A 37 of the Heidelberg Catechism focuses in on the word “suffered” that is found in the Apostles’ Creed in relation to Jesus.  The questions is: Q37:  What do you understand by the word "suffered"?  And the answer is: That all the time He lived on earth, but especially at the end of His life, He bore, in body and soul, the wrath of God against [sin].”  
A. The suffering of Jesus that merited your salvation was endured not just during the three hours of darkness on the cross, and not just during the trial and His death and resurrection, but during His whole life.  
1) The law giver became subject to the law.  
2) The giver of the word heard it mangled by preachers from Sabbath to Sabbath.  
3) The obedient one encountered disobedience everywhere.  
4) The creator had to take to Himself the limitations of a created body.  
5) The one whose every word and deed revealed His divinity had unbelief thrown in His face, over and over again. 
6) But He willingly “made himself nothing,” Philippians 2 tells us, “taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!”
iii. So it is this Jesus who alone can empower and enable you to persevere in love even as he persevered in love for you.
2. Now, we are in the midst of a section of Romans that reads like a bullet point list.  
a. The NIV editors have done their best to smooth out the flow of the words of vv9-21, but I want you to get a sense for the staccato nature of these commands of the Apostle, and staccato is a musical term which means short and sharp, by listening to this more literal translation of vv11-12, “In the diligence, unslothful; in the spirit fervent; the Lord serving; in the hope rejoicing; in the tribulation enduring; in the prayer persevering.”  
i. And this whole section reads like that – blam blam blam; short command after short command.  
A. And I point this out to you because while we have connected these commands to the commands to love in the verses either side, and while they could also be seen in connection with the call to use our gifts in vv3-8, these verses also stand by themselves as universal commands that suit any and all trying situations of the Christian life.  
1) Is parenting a struggle at present? 
2)  Is your marriage hard work?  
3) Is there strife in the wider family?  
4) Are you just tired of striving to be godly or to bring about change in the church?  
5) Are you upset that your service in the church is going unnoticed?  
6) Is the daily grind of work wearing you down?  
7) Is ill-heath crushing you?  
8) Can you not find the time to read the Bible and pray, or when you do get to it does it feel like nothing more than going through the motions?  
9) Well, “never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
3. The Christian life, you see, is not a sprint, but a marathon.  And you boys and girls have probably seen a marathon on TV before.  26 miles/42 km.  And while most marathons are run on the flat, the Christian life is up and down hills and through rivers and over stones.  It is a slog; a hard slog.  
a. So the first instruction we receive is “never be lacking in zeal,” or, as I read it earlier, “in the diligence, unslothful,” or, smoothing out the grammar of the Greek even more, “in regards to what you ought to be doing, don’t be lazy.”  
i. In Galatians 6:9, Paul expresses this idea in this way, “Let us not become weary in doing good.”  
A. You see, if you live the Christian life for any length of time, this will be a struggle you face.  It is very easy to become discouraged.  It is not easy to keep on.
ii. To Timothy, Paul had to write, “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus … endure hardship with us.”  
A. And how was Timothy able to do that?  Well Paul told him.  He said, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead … If we died with him, we will also live with him;  if we endure, we will also reign with him.”  
iii. And to believers, Peter said, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.”  
A. And how could they possibly do this?  Well Peter told them, “But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”
b. And this is what is in view with the second command of v11, “keep your spiritual fervour.”  
i. The Greek word translated as fervour means ‘to boil.’  Literally then, it reads, “In the spirit, boiling!”  
A. And rather than focus on the heat or the noise, what is very specifically in view here is the bubbling of boiling water.  You boys and girls will have seen water boiling in a jug or a pot, right?  And the water bubbles away.  It’s not pop … pop …  It’s POP!  POP!  POPPPITY POP!  Well, your Christianity is to be bubbly.  
1) You remind yourself that you have been touched by the love of Christ who died on the cross for your sins and who has given you His Spirit to live in you.  So you devote yourself and you apply yourself to Bible reading and prayer and doing good to others in the name of Jesus Christ.  And you keep at it even when you feel low and discouraged, because Jesus, your Saviour, endured it all to save you.
a) Singing – Rev. Waldron – ‘bubbly’ singing!
c. And you do this as you tell yourself, over and over again, that you are serving the Lord.
i. In Matthew 25, Jesus welcomes those on His right into glory.  And He commends them for visiting Him and feeding Him and caring for Him, etc.  And they say, “When did we do these things to you, Lord?”  And He says, “What you did for the least of these my brothers, you did for me.”  
A. But some of those acts of kindness may have been done to ignorant or unappreciative people.  

B. Some did not even know that you were the one who did it for them.  

C. Some rejected your kindness.  

D. Some took and took and never gave back.  

E. But Jesus, beloved, Jesus sees all your loving deeds as a parent as a child as a sibling as a spouse as an employer or employee as a student as a friend and as a member of the church, and Jesus notes them all and Jesus will reward them all. 

F. And do you know what else, boys and girls?    
1) Perhaps you put some money in the offering bag today or at Sunday school this morning for our sponsor children in Kenya or India.  And maybe you did it without really thinking about it a lot and earnestly praying that the Lord might use that money for good, but because it is the right thing to do and in your heart, you love the Lord.  Well, one day, you might meet Kompash, one of the other sponsor children, in heaven.  And she might tell you about the devotional book that she was given or the well that was dug because of your coins.  Can you imagine that!

2) “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.”

Well, there really is no clear change of tack between vv11 & 12.  These commands are all very similar and very related.  But while we have thought about Love’s marathon in connection with v11, we change the metaphor now to Love’s tool-box, as we see how the things of v12 and v11 are tools that keep the flame of love’s candle burning. 
1. And the first command, “Be joyful in hope,” is very much related to the words from 2 Tim 2 that I read out for you earlier, “Endure hardship …  Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead … If we died with Him, we will also live with Him;  if we endure, we will also reign with Him.”  
a. This passed Thursday, as we have already noted in the service, was Ascension Day; the day that we note the ascending into heaven of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And His promise is that He will return to judge the world and to take His people with Him to eternal glory.  And we can’t see that promise.  But “faith is being sure of what we hope for,” we read in Hebrews 11:1, “and certain of what we do not see.”  
i. And this hope is not in the order of maybe/maybe not.  It is an absolute conviction.  
A. It is the echo of Job’s words in Job 19:25-27, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes-- I, and not another.”  
B. It is the echo of Paul’s words in 2 Timothy 1:12, “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.”  
ii. And it is this certain hope that will enable you to “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,” as we are called to do in James 1:2.  
2. And is this not what is in view with the second command of v12, “Be patient in affliction”?  
a. If you are like me, when there is trouble between you and someone else, you can be very quick to set yourself up as the definition of right and justice and godliness, while your opponent is the definition of wrong and injustice and ungodliness.  
b. But a moment’s humility and self-examination will soon reveal that your motives are never entirely pure or above reproach, your actions are not beyond scrutiny, your behaviour ½ an hour ago was as bad as that which you now find so offensive and may well be, again, in half an hour’s time.  
c. But more than all of that, think of Jesus and the opposition He encountered to secure your salvation.   
i. 1 Peter 2:21-23 says, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth."  When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.”
d. “Be patient in affliction.”
3. And finally in connection with love’s tool-box, and I trust you will agree with me when I say Most importantly, be “faithful in prayer.”  
a. After working through all of the items of the Armour of God, Paul then says, “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”  
b. In 1 Thessalonians, we are told, “pray continually.”  
c. Jesus, God Himself! spent much time in prayer while He was on earth.  
d. And He urged us to persistence in prayer.  
i. He said, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you … If you … though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”
e. So be busy in private prayer, in congregational prayer, family prayer, prayer when you are with other believers, prayer in your fellowship groups.  But can I also invite you to come to the prayer meeting this Friday evening here at the church.  And I stress that word invite.  You may need to spend that time with your family or hosting brothers and sisters or an unbelieving work colleague. And may the Lord bless you as you serve Him in those ways.  But if you are able, join us as we seek to be faithful in prayer, together.   
So, love’s marathon and love’s tool-box.  
I said earlier in the sermon that if you live the Christian life for any length of time, you will face the temptation to discouragement.  But that is in no way meant to suggest that discouragement is inevitable.  
The Apostle Paul had that struggle with what he called a “thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan.”  And he begged the Lord to remove it.  But what was the Lord’s response?  “My grace is sufficient for you for my power is made perfect in weakness.  
Therefore,” continued Paul, “I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.   That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
When it gets hard, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, be ready to experience God’s sufficient grace; to see Christ’s power resting on you.  
Don’t just endure hardship, delight in it, for Christ’s sake.  Amen.   
Amen.
